2010 D6 INTERLOCK SOFTBALL RULES
(Amended May 11, 2010)
LITTLE LEAGUE SOFTBALL REGULATIONS AND RULES APPLY UNLESS MODIFIED BELOW

Game time & conditions
· Games will start promptly at the scheduled time.  A 10 minute grace period will be allowed for late players to arrive. (see note below);

· Regulation game is for Majors 6 innings or 1 ½ hours and for Junior/Senior 7 innings or 2 hours.  A new half inning starts the minute the last out is recorded in the previous half inning.  No new inning will commence if the game UIC believes he/she cannot complete a full inning;
· If an inning is incomplete due to weather/field conditions or curfew, then the game MUST end and the score will be determined as per Schedule A (attached).  There may be occasions where ties will stand; and,
· Once the game UIC has been presented the baseballs and/or lineups he/she is the sole individual to determine if a game needs to be suspended due to weather/field conditions.

NOTE:  Both teams must field a minimum of 7 players in order for an official game to be play.  If a team is below this number at game time, 10 minutes will be allowed for late players to arrive.  If neither team can field the required players, the game will be rescheduled and the umpires WILL BE paid.  If only one team is short on players and the grace period has expired, then the team with the appropriate line-up will be declared the winner by forfeit.  Once a forfeit is declared coaches are encouraged to distribute players and play an exhibition game. NOTE that all rules and regulations will still apply.

Coaches Responsibilities
· The home team coach must contact the visiting coach, convener and umpire assignor a minimum of one hour prior to scheduled game time if the field is unsuitable for playing; 

· Rained out / cancelled games due to field conditions will be rescheduled.  The coaches of the affected teams should consult with each other and the convener to pick a suitable alternate date.  The new date and time needs to be conveyed to the appropriate umpire assignor;

· The home team will arrange for the umpires and set up the field a minimum of 20 minutes before scheduled game time.  The home team will supply one NEW and one good quality second ball for the start of the game; and  

· The home team will provide the OFFICIAL SCORER.  Both teams should keep score and scorekeepers should confer during the game.

Players
· Major teams are comprised of girls league age 12 and younger.  Junior/Senior teams are comprised of girls league age 13 to 18;

· Jewellery of any kind must be removed prior to the start of the game.  Newly pierced ears (sleepers) must be taped over.  Medic alert bracelets are allowed, but should be taped in place.  Pitchers are to ensure their medic alert bracelets are not on their pitching wrist; and
· Throwing equipment in anger or protest will not be tolerated and subject to immediate ejection.  Teams falling below the minimum number of players due to ejection(s) will forfeit the game regardless of the score at the time of the forfeiture.
Batting/Fielding
· The continuous batting order has been adopted at all levels.  Late arrivals will be added to the bottom of the list;

· There is no automatic out for missing players (8th or 9th);

· There is free substitution at all defensive positions, however pitchers are regulated by regulation VI;
· The side is retired IAW rule 5.07 (3 players are legally put out, or all players on the roster have batted one time in the half inning, or the offensive team scores 5 runs in an inning.  NOTE: For the last declared full inning – the 5 run rule does not apply);
· The infield fly rule applies; and

· The 10 run mercy rule applies IAW rule 4.10(e).

Pitching

· Pitchers are regulated by regulation VI; and

· Pitchers may throw warm-up pitches to any team member.  The team member must wear a mask.

Protests
· Umpire judgment calls are not subject to protest.  If a coach insists in disputing a judgment it is however grounds for ejection;

· If there is a situation that is grounds for protest, every attempt to resolve the situation is to be made at the field.  Protests that cannot be resolved are to be referred to the convener for a decision. 
RULE CHANGES AFFECTED BY THE 25TH CONGRESS
(These are not in the 2010 Rule Book)
AFFECTS ALL LEVELS:

Regulation VI – Pitchers:

(a)  Any player on a regular season team may pitch.  Exception:  Any player, who had played the position of catcher in four (4) innings in a game, is not eligible to pitch on that calendar day.  NOTE:  Catching a single pitch constitutes an inning.
Rule 2.00

Bunt is a batted ball not swung at but intentionally met with the bat and tapped slowly.  Holding the bat in the strike zone is considered an attempted bunt. In order to take a pitch, the batter must withdraw the bat backwards away from the ball.
AFFECTS MAJOR & JUNIOR
Regulation IV – The Players

As we do not have tournament teams this regulation concerning the movement of 12 year old players between Major and Junior is not in affect.

AFFECTS MAJOR
Rule 6.09(b)

The batter becomes a runner when – 

(b) Major/Junior/Senior/Big League: the third strike called by the umpire is not caught, providing (1) first base is unoccupied or (2) first base is occupied with two out. NOTE: A batter forfeits the opportunity to advance to first base when he/she enters the dugout of any other dead ball area.

Rule 7.08(a)(5)

Any runner is out when – 

(a)(5) Major Division: the runner fails to keep contact with the base to which that runner is entitled until the ball has been released by the pitcher on the delivery. (NOTE: A local league may adopt a rule that requires the runner to keep in contact with the base to which that runner is entitled until the ball has been batted or reaches the batter, or be called out.)
AFFECTS JUNIOR, SENIOR and BIG LEAGUE
Rule 8.03(c)

(c) If the pitcher desires to walk a batter intentionally, all pitches must be legally delivered to the batter.
AFFECTS SENIOR and BIG LEAGUE
Rule 1.07

1.07 – The pitcher’s plate shall be a rectangular slab of whitened rubber 24 inches by 6 inches. It shall be set in the ground as shown in Diagrams 1 and 2, so that the distance between the front side of the pitcher’s plate and home base (the rear point of home plate) shall be – (1) Minor League: 35 feet; (2) Little League (Majors) and Junior League: 40 feet; (3) Senior and Big League:43 feet.
As this requires a city work and separate fields DO NOT ANTICIPATE this one will be implemented.

FOR 2011 SEASON – AFFECTS SENIOR

There will be a Designated Hitter Rule – This should show up in the 2011 Rule Book.
